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in the narrative of several previous kings, was
edited and compiled at this time as one of the
signs of the emphatic union of the two peoples,
It was the purpose of Adad-nirari III to blot out
completely the distinctions and differences be-
tween them. He even began an intermixture of
their religions. Though the Assyrians had begun
their career as a separate people with the Babylo-
nian religion as then taught and practiced, the
two peoples had diverged through historical de-
velopment, and were now in many points quite
different in their religious usages. The Assyrians
had introduced other gods, as, for instance, Asshur,
into their pantheon, while the Babylonians, who
had had less contact with the outer world, had
made less change. Adad-nirari III now built in
Assyria temples modeled carefully on Babylonian
exemplars and introduced into them the forms of
Baylonian worship with all its ritual One of the
most striking instances of this policy was the
construction in Calah, his capital city, of a great
temple, the counterpart of the temple of Ezida in
Borsippa, Into this was brought from Borsippa
the worship of Nabu. The policy, strange as it
was, met with a certain success, for Babylonia dis-
appears almost wholly for a long time as a separ-
ate state and Assyria alone finds mention.

In connection with this introduction of the wor-
ship of Nabu we get a single gleam of light upon
some of the mythical history of Babylonia. There
has been preserved a statue of Nabu, set up iu the